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Welcome to the May Edition of the Village News 

Social life in the villages of Felsham and Gedding is in full swing, and just in case 
you wish to spread your wings further afield this month we have also included a 
couple of notable events in our neighbouring village of Bradfield St George. 

As always, our villages’ events are listed just inside the front cover so you have a 
quick and easy reference point as to what is on and when.  

This issue also contains your raffle tickets for the Felsham & Gedding Family Fun 
Day, the second of our three annual fund-raising events.  Naturally we always hope 
you will buy them and return the stubs (and money) to either the shop or Apple Tree 
Cottage (Lower Green, opposite the playing field) as the upkeep of the play 
equipment and playing field is wholly reliant on public donations such as these.  If, 
however, your loyalties lie elsewhere then please do return your raffle tickets (to 
either the shop or Apple Tree Cottage) as this simple act helps the playing field as 
we can use them again. 

I look forward to seeing you at one or more of the village events! 

Jo 
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COMPLAINTS               
         SUGGESTIONS

COMPLIMENTS
The Village News team would welcome your feedback
Do you have any comments about what we do, what's going 
well, anything you'd like us to change.  
Please feel free to contact us:
Email – mtavernor@btinternet.com Phone – Jo Tavernor 
01449 737793

WHAT’S ON IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Yoga: Classes every Monday evening 6.00pm
W.I.: Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm
Carpet Bowls: Meets on the 2nd & 4th Wednesday of each month at 
7.30pm
Table Tennis:  Meets on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of each month 
7.30pm
Whist Drive: Meets on the third Friday of each month at 7.30pm
Film Night:Shows 3rd Saturday of each month. Doors 7.00pm for 
7.30pm

 Reminder to contributors: Please be aware that items 
submitted after the Deadline cannot be guaranteed to appear 
in the magazine.

Dates For Your Diary

17th May – Village Friends, West Lodge, 2-4pm
17th May – Annual Parish Meeting, VH, 7.00pm
19th May – Film Night, VH, bar open 7.00pm. Film starts 7.30pm
22nd May – Joan's Trip to Ely, meet VH car park 9.30am
3rd June – Family Funday, Playingfield, 1.30pm onwards
9th June – Summer Lunch & Recital, Gedding House, 12.30pm
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Police are warning farmers or smallholdings with livestock to be vigilant to 

suspicious activity as officers believe offenders, who slaughtered sheep on 

two previous occasions, may still be operating in Suffolk. 

  

The first discovery was made on Saturday 23 December about 5pm in 

Sproughton by the owner who found the remains of one of the sheep by a 

stream. The carcass had been taken, leaving the remainder of the animal 

behind. 

  

The second incident happened at some point between Wednesday 21 

February and Thursday 22 February, when an unknown offender had cut the 

throats of three sheep that were grazing in a field situated off Berners Lane, 

near Chelmondiston, before removing the carcasses and leaving them in a 

small wooded area next to the field where two of three sheep were also left 

partially skinned. 

  

Yesterday, Monday 9 April, officers recovered a bag close to a flock of sheep 

and believe the contents within may be linked to this type of illegal activity. 

  

Anyone living in areas where sheep graze should report any out of the 

ordinary activity such as individuals handling livestock. Members of the public 

should also be mindful of being offered meat for sale in suspicious 

circumstances. 

  

To report anything suspicious contact Suffolk police on 101. 
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Valley Farm Piano and Cello Tuition 
 

Experienced, qualified 
teacher/professional accompanist. 

 
Teaching all ages: beginners to advanced. 

 
Accompanist for concerts, exams, rehearsals. 

 
Contact: Nicola Brazier. GRSM(Hons) ARCM LGSM 

Tel: 01449 737458 
Mob: 07531795064 

Email: nicobraz@hotmail.co.uk 
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SATURDAY 9TH JUNE 2018 
GEDDING HOUSE IP30 0QE  

3 IN 1 spectacular 
SUMMER LUNCH 12.30pm 

 

Followed by a 
RECITAL 

Samantha Ellis soprano  
Gilly Morgan mezzo soprano  

Christopher Moore accompanist  

Solos and duets to include popular Flower Duet, Barcarolle 
from Tales of Hoffmann and The Cats Chorus 

Tea served during interval  
 

Tickets £12.50 include glass of wine   
 

Contact Gilly directly on 01449737445 
or 

geddinghouse@btinternet.com  
 

proceeds to St Mary’s Gedding  
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Cockfield Benefice Services – May 2018 

 
 
Sunday 6th May 
6th Sunday of Easter 

8am Communion BCP Cockfield 

9.30am Benefice Family 
Service 

Felsham 

 

Thursday 10th May 
Ascension Day 
 

10am Communion Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 13th May 
Rogation Sunday 

9.30am Communion BCP Gedding 

11am Rogation Communion Cockfield 

6pm Evening Prayer Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 20th May 
Pentecost 

 

8am Communion BCP 
 

Bradfield St Clare 
 

10am Morning Praise 
 

Lt Whelnetham 

 
Sunday 27th May 
Trinity Sunday 
 

 

9.30am Communion 
 

Bradfield St George 

11am Communion  Cockfield 

6pm Six2seven Felsham 

 
Daily Prayer 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday 
5pm 

Gedding 
9am 

Cockfield 
5pm  

Felsham 
5pm 

Bradfield St 
Clare 

5pm 
Bradfield St 

George 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see the benefice 
website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 
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Dear Friends, 
 
We’ve had a spate of thefts from three churches in the Cockfield 
benefice recently which set my mind thinking about crime and the 
Church. 
 
I am a great fan of crime novels, from Agatha Christie to Val 
MacDermid.  And in many of the books I read the clergy are either 
responsible for the crime, or they take it upon themselves to solve 
the crime.  Just think of Father Brown by G K Chesterton, or the 
more modern Granchester by James Runcie (whose father was 
Archbishop in the 1980s).   
 
So, what is it that attracts writers to the church and clergy?  And 
why do they think that they make good detectives?  Is it a holy 
calling for a local vicar or rector to solve a mystery?  
 
I think there are several reasons for this.  Church buildings and 
clergy houses are great settings for detective stories, and they 
contain lots of equipment that can be used to commit murder with!   
 
The clergy are also supposed to be role models for how the 
Christian life should be lived.  What we find is that they have feet 
of clay – and are just like all the rest of human society, with flaws 
and faults.  This is very entertaining as well as encouraging for 
those who feel less than adequate in the eyes of God. 
 
But I think the major reason is that the clergy are nosey.  We like 
to know what’s going on in people’s lives, partly because we are 
often called to care for them and pray for them when things go 
wrong, and partly because we are very interested in people.  In 
fact, we love people, which is why we’re called to be clergy in the 
first place! 
 
Luckily I have not been called upon to solve a murder case, and I 
pray that I will never have to! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Revd Sharon 
revsharon@btinternet.com, 01284-828599 or 07825086063 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS  as at 7 April 2018 
 
Stowmarket Chorale and Dorian Singers combine for a pair of concerts in aid of 
Alzheimer’s Research UK - Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo (by Michael Flanders and 
Joseph Horowitz), and Songs of the Fleet (by Charles Villiers Stanford) 
 
Saturday 23rd June - 7.30pm at Trinity Methodist Church, Hamilton Road, Felixstowe, IP11 
7AN.  Tickets £12 including refreshments. 

Saturday 7th July - 7.30pm at the United Reformed Church, Ipswich Street, Stowmarket, IP14 
1AD.  Tickets £12 including refreshments. 
 
Sunday 1st July - Stowmarket Chorale take part in the Ipswich Music Day.  Further details 
available soon. 
 
Saturday 3rd November - Messiah (G F Handel) performed at St Peter and St Mary Church, 
Stowmarket, IP14 1ES. We would welcome guest singers  to join us for the Autumn Term at our 
weekly rehearsals to sing this marvellous work.  Further details available soon. 
 
 
 

Look out for further details of all forthcoming events 
on our website 

www.stowmarketchorale.org.uk 
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Joan’s Trips 

Our next outing will be a visit to: 

Ely 

on Tuesday 22nd May 

Seats will cost £12 and the coach will leave the Village Hall car park at 9.30am. 

Anyone wishing to book a seat can contact: 

Tricia Wilson – 01449 736330 or Eileen Turner – 01449 737289 

SAVE OUR SHOP 
 
The plans for the community shop are still very much under way. We 
have been meeting every week as there are many things to 
discuss/plan.  

We have met with Mid Suffolk Council with regards to a possible 
property within the village, although our main aim is to keep the shop & 
post office where it is.  

Our thanks to John and Sue for all their help.  

What has become blindingly obvious is that we will have to start 
fundraising to progress any further. So if anyone has ideas on this 
please e – mail us at ria.crosbie@btinternet.com   

Our apologies if the questionnaire last month was a little confusing, there 
is a different, more detailed one available in the shop. Please take some 
time to fill this out; after all it will be a COMMUNITY SHOP and your 
input crucial.  

Filled in questionnaires can be returned to the post office , Ince House, 
Upper Green or Gedding House, Gedding. Thank you to all who have 
returned their questionnaires already. 
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Letters to the Editor: 
 
 
Dear Editor 
 
Would it be at all possible to place a polite ‘suggestion’ in the next edition of the 
village news? 
 
Both myself and Ann Jones have witnessed our first batch of ducklings being stalked 
by cats and Ann has found a dead baby robin on her lawn after witnessing a 
predatory cat in the garden. Another neighbour has also chased off a cat trying to kill 
the ducklings.  
 
We appreciate cats are only doing what is natural to them but we would like to 
suggest that cat owners place bells on their cats collars to at least give the fledglings 
and ducklings a warning of their approach during the nesting and rearing season.  
 
Thank you  
 
Kind regards 
 
Sharon Pearle 
Midsummer House  

 
VILLAGE FRIENDS 

 
     The next meeting will be held at West Lodge on 

 May 17th  2-4pm.  

 
Village Friends is an over 60’s friendship group of men & women from 

various villages who meet once a month and enjoy tea together. 
All welcome, just come along. 

 
 The meetings are held at: 

Moat House, Felsham. 
Sue Jell 01284 828892 or 

West Lodge, Bradfield St George. 
Lynn Cardale  01284 386327 
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Just for Kids    
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Mobile Sales & Services
PURPLE PEOPLE EATER CURRY VAN Wednesdays @ 5 – 8pm - VH Car 
Park – New owner and new menu
MERMAID FISH AND CHIPS  Thursdays @ 6 – 7pm – VH Car Park
FRESH FISH Fridays @ 10.05am (weather permitting) – VH Car Park
LIBRARY   Friday 11th May  @ 10.10am Gedding Village Sign & 11.40am 
Felsham VH Car Park for roughly half an hour
JOHN'S FRESH FRUIT & VEG Mondays & Thursdays Contact John 
Talbot on 01449 736578 for a personal service

Bin Emptying
Wednesday 2nd May – Recycling bin
Thursday 3rd May – Brown bin
Thursday 10th May – Black bin
Wednesday 16th Mayl – Recycling bin
Thursday 17th May – Brown bin
Wednesday 23rd May – Black bin
Thursday 31st May – Recycling Bin

Bus Times
Buses to and from Bury St Edmunds - Monday to Saturday
       No 377 Depart Bury Road, Felsham at 07.14 
       No 377 Depart Gedding Bus Stop at 07.17
       No 377 Return from Bury Bus Station at 17.50
       No 386 Depart Church Road, Felsham at 10.14 & 12.44
       No 386 Depart Gedding Bus Stop at 10.17 & 12.47
       No 386 Return from Bury Bus Station at 11.10 and 14.10
Buses to and from Bury St Edmunds - Wednesdays only
       No 379 Depart Felsham Six Bells at 10.34
       No 379 Depart Gedding Bus Stop at 10.36
       No 379 Return from Bury Bus Station at 13.00
Buses to and from Stowmarket - Monday to Saturday
     No 386 Depart Gedding Bus Stop at 09.19, 11.49 & 14.49
       No 386 Depart Church Road, Felsham at 09.22, 11.52 & 14.52 
       No 386 Return from Stowmarket, Bury Street at 9.50 and 12.20
Buses to Woolpit - Fridays only
        No 472 Woolpit Circular – (Health Centre Bus) Depart at 10.20
        No 472 Return from The Street, Woolpit at 12.30
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ALLOTMENTS HARRY WRAGGE 01449 736611

CARPET BOWLS TREVOR DORES 01449 737936

CHURCHES:                                
ST PETER'S, FELSHAM               
ST MARY'S, GEDDING

REVEREND SHARON POTTER
Email: revsharon@btinternet.com

01284 828599

CHURCH WARDENS
FELSHAM: DAVID WILLIAMS                                                        
GEDDING: JAMES MORGAN

01449 737778            
01449 737445

DOCTORS SURGERY
                   PHARMACY

HEATH ROAD, WOOLPIT
01359 240298
01359 242394

F&G FUEL GROUP pawilson4@btinternet.com 01449 736330

FAGENDS C/o DAVID WILLIAMS 01449 737778

FELSHAM CHARITY DAVID WILLIAMS 01449 737778

GEDDING PARISH  
MEETING

GILLY MORGAN 01449 737445

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT JO CHURCHILL, 10 HATTER STREET, BSE IP33 1LZ 01284 752311

MID SUFFOLK AND 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR

PENNY OTTON
Email: penny.otton@suffolk.gov.uk or 
penny.otton@midsuffolk.gov.uk

01449 736482

MID SUFFOLK DC NEEDHAM MARKET 0845 606 6170

FELSHAM PARISH 
COUNCIL

CHAIR: SIMON GARROD
CLERK PAULA GLADWELL, Green Farm Barn, Cockfield
Email: felshamparishclerk@gmail.com

01449 737728
01284 828112

PLAYING FIELD CHAIR: PHILIP COCKELL 01449 736272

SHELTERED HOUSING MID SUFFOLK D.C. 01473 826639

POLICE
Safer Neighbourhood Team One
Stowmarket.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

101                            
999 emergency

TREE WARDEN
MARK TAVERNOR
Email: mtavernor@btinternet.com    

01449 737793

VILLAGE E.VINE Email: faddb1011@btinternet.com

VILLAGE HALL CHAIR & BOOKINGS: DAVID WILLIAMS 01449 737778

VILLAGE WEBSITES

Felsham: felsham.onesuffolk.net/                                                      
Gedding: gedding.onesuffolk.net/                                                                        
Felsham & Gedding Community Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1499511503671659/

WHIST DRIVE PAT CLARKE 01449 736202

W.I. ALISON SHAW 01284 827034

YOGA PAT CLARKE 01449 736202

Newsletter general policy 
We do publish acknowledgements, articles of general interest, artistic works and similar. 
We do publish factual material from recognised organisations. 
We do publish to the Village web site at http://felsham.onesuffolk.net/ 
We do not publish defamatory, rude, blasphemous, racial or other inappropriate material. 
We reserve the right to edit contributions to suit publication needs. 

 We are reliant on contributions from many sources, taken in good faith, and cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions. 
Copyright waiver is presumed implicit on all submissions unless clearly stated otherwise. 
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