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ELCOME 
to the February edition of your 
Felsham and Gedding Village News. 

We have had the wind and the 
storms and I hope that no one 
suffered too much damage. As you 
will recall January and February have 
been stormy for the last few years 
so we might have more. On the bright 
side, the snow drops are coming up 
and flowering and the daffodils and 
croci are pushing through which 
hopefully is a sign that spring is on 
the way.  

Apart from wild croci there are a 
number of very beautiful collections 
in the area. 

Stay safe and warm! 

Libby  

**We are looking for more 
editors!** 
Due to changes in circumstances, we 
are looking for more editors to put 
the Village News together for the 
community and support with this and 
the distribution.  

If anyone would like to support their 
community in this way or any ideas on 
alternative formats for the Village 
News, please get in touch with Jo  
jsthorticulture@btinternet.com or 
call 01449 737793 

Next CopyDate:20/02/2024 
Please be aware that items submitted 
after the deadline cannot be guaranteed 
to appear in the magazine. 

Copy Submissions 
Email: fgvillagenews@gmail.com or call 
Jo Tavernor on 01449 737793 

Advertising 
Email: fgvillagenewsadverts@gmail.com 
or call Jo Tavernor on 01449 737793 

Compliments, Complaints and 
Suggestions 
The Village News welcomes your 
feedback. Do you have any comments 
about what we do, what’s going well, 
anything you’d like us to change? 

Newsletter General Policy 
We do publish acknowledgements, 
articles of general interest, artistic 
works and similar. 
We do publish factual material from 
recognised organisations. 

We do publish to the Village Website at 
http://felsham.onesuffolk.net 

We do not publish defamatory, rude, 
blasphemous, racial or other 
inappropriate material. 

We reserve the right to edit contributions 
to suit publication needs. 

We are reliant on contributions from 
many sources, taken in good faith, and 
cannot be held responsible for any 
errors or omissions. 

Copyright waiver is presumed implicit 
on all submissions unless clearly stated 
otherwise. 
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THE FAGENDS PANTO 26th and 27th JAUARY 2024
Fagends’ swashbuckling adventure - Robinson Crusoe - was a rip-roaring success.  Joanna 
Charlesworth knocked us all into shape and what a fun time was had by all.  Rehearsing two 
days a week for three months paid off.    Here are some photos of the cast in full swing and 
some selected backstage pics.  
Thank you for all your support.  Nearly 300 people came and enjoyed the fun helping us 
raise over £3500 for the hall and the extension and improvements we are looking to make. 
Watch this space for the next Pantomime and no doubt a mid-summer comedic event to 
tickle your fancies  
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SPRING CRAFT FAIR
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Flooding in Suffolk 
Recent high rainfall has led to many Suffolk residents’ homes being flooded and flooding 
more generally on roads. At Council on 7 December, a motion was passed for the council to 
review the frequency of drain and gully clearance in areas at risk of flooding, and to work 
closely with districts and boroughs, Anglian Water, and the Environment Agency to help 
prevent future flooding. My group had hoped to introduce further measures on regularity of 
maintenance, but this was not supported by the Conservative administration. The motion 
that was passed was preceded by an announcement by the council of £1m in extra funding 
to investigate flooding incidents in the county. 
Details of a government-funded scheme from DEFRA whereby Suffolk residents can apply 
for up to £5,000 to help protect their property from future flooding can be found at this link, 
with applications from January 2024: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/about/flood-recovery-
information-for-suffolk  

DEFRA’s Property Flood Resilience Grant 
As well as the initial £500 grant payment and council tax/business rate discounts, residents 
whose homes have been flooded may also be eligible for up to £5,000 from the Property 
Flood Resilience (PFR) Grant, which the government requires Suffolk County Council to 
administer on their behalf. The application process will begin in early 2024 and after initial 
eligibility checks by SCC, property owners will be responsible for sourcing an independent 
surveyor and PFR contractor. Payment of up to £5,000 including VAT will be paid 
retrospectively to the property owner once the Council receives proof of the completed 
installation and invoicing for the approved measures.    
Further information about the grant eligibility, conditions and the forthcoming application 
process can be found here: https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/property-flood-resilience-grant  

Local Flooding 
I know there have been numerous instances and any reported to the highways website will 
be investigated. As of today (06/01/20024) I have not had anything through to me. COMBS 
FORD and Lower Road to Stowmarket has been a major issue. 
 
  

Parish Report – JANUARY 2024 
Councillor  
Penny Otton 
Thedwastre South 

 
Penny.otton@suffolk.gov.uk 
07545 423847 
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SCC Carbon Net Zero Ambitions 
The council’s Scrutiny Committee met on Monday 11 December to review the council’s 
progress towards becoming carbon net zero by 2030. Overall, there had been a 10% 
reduction in emissions in 2022/23, due to reduced energy use for street lighting (a recent 
upgrade programme) and reduced gas consumption at SCC property and schools.  
However, the council is not on target to be carbon neutral by 2030, at least partially due to 
the third scope of indirect emissions – this includes emissions by suppliers and contractors 
used by the council which are difficult to measure accurately and control. The supply chain 
represents 91% of the council’s total footprint, and it has updated its contract terms and 
conditions to include annual reporting on reducing carbon emissions, and requires suppliers 
to sign up to its Carbon Charter and Climate Change Commercial Ask. 

Getting Children Ready for Education 
On Thursday 14 December, the council’s Education and Children’s Scrutiny Committee met 
to review the support the council provides to prepare children for school. This includes the 
county’s nurseries and early years providers, health services for 0–5-year-olds and Family 
Hubs (formerly children’s centres).  
The Committee acknowledged the good work that was going on in a challenging area and I 
urged that recruitment of health visitors be prioritised by SCC to fill the current vacancies 
(21%). However, I am concerned that with proposed cuts this will not happen 

Budget. 
The council is facing a huge budget deficit and is proposing cuts to childrens 
services, arts and museums, and councilors’ locality fund by £2K PLUS  increasing 
council tax . 
I have asked if the cost of not charging for DIY  waste  has been included and if this 
will be on the website. Councillors will scrutinize the proposals on Thursday.  
 
 
Follow us on:   
Twitter - Suffolk Green, Lib Dem & Independent Group (@SuffolkGLI) / Twitter   
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/suffolkgli_group/    
Facebook -  Suffolk GLI - Green, Liberal Democrat & Independent Group | Facebook   
Website - Suffolk Green, Liberal Democrat and Independent Group – The GLI Group at 
Suffolk County Council (suffolkgli.wordpress.com)   
 
Cost of Living help and advice: 
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/family.page?familychannel=6   
Benefits advice and support: 
https://infolink.suffolk.gov.uk/kb5/suffolk/infolink/adult.page?adultchannel=0   
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Whist  
 
You are welcome to join us at our monthly whist drive, held of 

3rd Friday of the month in Village Hall.  
 

Next date: Friday 16 February 2024 
Game starts at 7.30 so arrive 7.15.  

 
£2 admission plus raffle, please bring a small prize. 

Refreshments at half time. 
 
 

FELSHAM & GEDDING VILLAGE HALL SOCIAL CLUB 
PRESENTS A FILM EVENING 

ON 
 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17TH 
 

EMPIRE OF LIGHT 
 

A ROMANTIC DRAMA SET IN THE 1980'S 
UK  2002 

 PG 15 
 

The film show starts at 7.30 pm and the bar and hall will be 
open from 7pm 

New members and guests are very welcome to join us. 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURS

MERMAID FISH
VHCP 5.50 -

5
F&G & FRIENDS 

GROUP
VH 2.30PM

6 7

TABLE TENNIS
VH 7.30PM MERMAID FISH

VHCP 5.50 -

12 13

PARISH COUNCIL, 
7.30PM, VH

14
11am Communion 

and Ashing, 
St Peters, Felsham 

CARPET BOWLS
VH 7.30PM

VILLAGE 
FRIENDS

VH 2.00PM

MERMAID FISH
VHCP 5.50 -

19 20 21

TABLE TENNIS
VH 7.30PM  

MERMAID FISH
VHCP -5.50

26

PLAYINGFIELD AGM, 
VH 7.30PM

27 28

CARPET BOWLS
VH 7.30PM

February 2024
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DAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1
BROWN BIN

& CHIPS
6.30PM

2
FRESH FISH

VHCP 10.30 AM

RECYCLING BIN

3 4

6pm Six2seven - VH

8

& CHIPS
6.30PM

9
FRESH FISH
VHCP 10.30 AM

Library Van:
10.10 Gedding
11.40 VHCP

BLACK BIN

10 11

15
BROWN BIN

& CHIPS, 
6.30PM

16
FRESH FISH
VHCP 10.30 AM

WHIST NIGHT, VH 
7.15PM

RECYCLING BIN

17
FILM NIGHT, VH, 

7.30PM

18
10am Morning 
Worship, St Peters, 
Felsham

22

& CHIPS 
6.30PM

23
FRESH FISH
VHCP 10.30 AM

BLACK BIN

24 25
10am BCP, St Marys, 
Gedding

VH - Village Hall VHCP -Village Hall Car Park
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CCockfield Benefice Services and events February 
2024 

 

 
Sunday 4 February 
Second before Lent 

 
9.30am Communion CW - Stanningfield 
 
11am Communion CW - Bradfield St Clare 
 
6pm Six2Seven - Felsham Village Hall 
 

Sunday 11 February 
Sunday next before 

Lent 

 
10am Morning Prayer CW - Cockfield 
 
10.30am Communion CW - Bradfield St George 
 
6pm Praise & Worship - Gt Whelnetham 
 

Wednesday 14 
February 

Ash Wednesday 

 
 

11am Communion & Ashing - Felsham 
 

Sunday 19 February  
First in Lent 

 

 
9.30am Morning Prayer CW - Stanningfield 
 
10am Morning Worship - Felsham 
 
10.30am Communion CW - Cockfield 
 
4pm Evening Prayer CW - Bradfield St Clare 
 

Saturday 24 February 2-4pm 'Knit & Natter' - Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 
 

Sunday 25 February 
Second in Lent 

 
9.30am Communion CW - Gt Whelnetham 
 
10am Worshipping Together - Bradfield St George 
 
10am Communion BCP - Gedding 
 

 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 

the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 
A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is normally held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am and 

at Stanningfield every Thursday at 9am.   
For more details contact Canon Sharon, revsharon2@gmail.com, 01284-828599 or 

07825086063 
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Dear friends 
 
I may have written before about my dislike of the month of February.  It feels as though 
Spring is a long way off, and we often experience cold temperatures and snow in this 
month.  However, there are some bright spots on the horizon for those of us who are 
averse to the second month of the year.  One of them is Shrove Tuesday, otherwise 
known as Pancake Day!  
 
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday, which is the first day of Lent.  We are 
holding the annual Ashing service in Felsham this year at 11am on 14th February so do 
come along if you can!  Lent is an important time for Christians around the world, and is a 
time of solemn observance and preparation for marking the death and resurrection of 
Jesus at Easter.   
 
From its start until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, Lent has traditionally been a time for 
fasting or giving something up.  Just as we prepare for events in our personal lives such as 
birthdays or weddings, we are invited during Lent to make our hearts and minds ready for 
remembering Jesus' life, death and bodily resurrection. 
 
These days, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways.   I like to hold a 'Lent 
Course' every year, where anyone can come and join a group which thinks about the 
Christian Faith and studies the Bible.  It's a great way of learning more about what it 
means to be a follower of Jesus.   
 
In recent years, Christians have been taking up challenges such as making a generous act 
every day through Lent.  Our schools often take up Lent challenges such as fundraising for 
various charities. 
 
If you would like to know more about Lent/Easter or anything else about Christianity, don't 
hesitate to get in contact with me! 
 
with every blessing 
 
Sharon 
Canon Sharon Potter, 
revsharon2@gmail.com, 01284 828599  
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to

at
St Peter's, Felsham 

Faith, Friendship & Fun 

biscuits - 
Finish by 11am 

For more details contact Canon Sharon 
01284 828599, 07825 086063 

for more details of all services visit 
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VILLAGE FRIENDS 
The next meeting will be on 

Thursday 15 February at 2pm
at Felsham and Gedding Village Hall

This month we will be making pancakes! 

Village Friends is an over 65’s friendship group of men and women from various villages 
who meet once a month

All welcome, just come along 

If you require transport please contact: 
Canon Sharon 01284-828599 or 07825 086063 revsharon2@gmail.com or

Susan Metcalf 07925 867221
st.metcalf@btinternet.com 

Sponsored by the Cockfield Benefice 

January Achievements 
There are too many achievements of everyone from Felsham and Gedding so 
congratulations to everyone for what has been achieved this January, we are off to a great 
start of the year!  

To name just two of these incredible achievements: 

Robinson Crusoe - FAGENDS
What a show! Congratulations to everyone involved with the 
pantomime, you certainly didn’t disappoint your sold-out crowd!  

Jamie Stringer has raised over £1,400 for Mind  

On New Years Day, Jamie set off from Bury St. 
Edmunds on a 400 mile trek to Dublin raising 
money for Mind in memory of his mother Jean 
Stringer who passed away last year. 
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I’ve built up a bit of debt and I am panicking. Even though I cut back, 
Christmas was expensive, my rent has gone up and my pay cheque 
just doesn’t stretch as far as it used to. I’m doing everything I can but 
it’s not enough - what can I do?
First of all, it’s important to know you’re not alone in finding things difficult and, crucially, 
there’s support available.
You say you’ve built up a bit of debt. The first step is to collect all the information you have 
about your debts. This might include contracts, bills and statements. 
Next, make a list of your debts and write down the details of each. This could include whom 
you owe the money to (this person/company is your ‘creditor’); when you first missed a 
payment; and how much you now owe. You’ll also need to make a note of your account or 
reference number and what steps the creditor has taken to get the money back, eg. sending 
you letters. 
It might feel overwhelming when you see all your debts written down - but try not to worry, 
the important thing is that you're sorting them out. 
If you’re behind on household bills, prioritise paying your rent or mortgage, plus energy bills 
and Council Tax first. Not paying these bills has the most serious consequences. You should 
speak to the person or company you owe money to, to see if there are any manageable 
steps you can take to start reducing your debt. 
Once you’ve got these debts under control, you should look at any other debts like credit 
card or store card debts, payday loans or missed Buy Now Pay Later payments. While you’re 
looking at the money going out, do remember to consider money that could be coming in. 
It’s always worth checking if there are any benefits that you’re eligible for, including support 
with your energy costs and living costs. 
There’s a benefits calculator, advice on how to reduce living costs and information on other 
ways to increase your income on the National Citizens Advice website at 
citizensadvice.org.uk 
There’s also emergency support that you may be able to access locally, such as a food 
bank, local welfare support or fuel vouchers. We know that times are incredibly tough but 
please remember, you don’t have to face this alone. 
Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk can provide in depth advice on this issue and much more, 
including debt, finances, employment, benefits and family/relationships.  You can contact 
them by phone on 01449 676060, visit in person at Milton House, 5 Milton Road South, 
Stowmarket IP14 1EZ or use the contact form at midsuffolkcab.org.uk/contact-us. Opening 
hours are Monday-Thursday 9.30am – 3.30pm and Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm.
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Megan is a Beauty Therapist with 19 years experience.  
I work from my log cabin, a rural retreat in Hitcham.  

With off road parking.
Treatments are by appointment only.

 You are guaranteed complete privacy and your treatment time is 
exclusively for you.

A variety of treatments include: 
Dermalogica facials/Spray tanning/Waxing/Eye treatments/Jessica 

manicures & pedicures/Jessica Gel Nails/
Foot health maintenance  

LVL Eyelash perming/Reflexology
NEW TREATMENTS NOW AVAILABLE 

HD Brows & HD Lamination
Cryotherapy – skin lesion removal using the freezing technique

Skin tags/warts/verruca/cherry angiomas   

Please contact me for any enquiries or for a full price list.
Megan Pryke VTCT, BABTAC 07876 717 008

megz_pryke@hotmail.com
Facebook: Beauty by Megan (look for my logo)

Instagram: beautybymegan_suffolk
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VACANCIES FOR PARISH COUNCILLORS 
The recent resignation of some of our councillors have resulted in several 

vacant seats on Felsham Parish Council. 

The Parish Council are now looking to co-opt local residents to fill the 
vacancies. 

NOBODY cares more about your community than you and your local council do! 

Its residents, roads, services, airspace, countryside and developments 

Are you over 18? 

Do you live within three miles of Felsham or work here? 

Are you on the Electoral Roll? 

Are you interested in helping to improve the quality of life of your 
community? 

Do you want to be involved in making important decisions in your 
community? 

If you can answer yes to these questions, then Felsham needs you. 
Please contact the Clerk if you would like to be considered for a position or need 

more information. 

felshamparishclerk@gmail.com 
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ALLOTMENTS BRIAN FRANCIS 01449 736219 

ST PETER’S CHURCH, FELSHAM REVEREND SHARON POTTER 
revsharon2@gmail.com 01284 828599 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, GEDDING 

CHURCH WARDENS 
BRIAN DEARDS (FELSHAM) 

JAMES MORGAN (GEDDING) 

01449 737364 

01449 737445 

DOCTORS SURGERY 
WOOLPIT HEALTH 
CENTRE, HEATH 
ROAD, WOOLPIT 

01359 240298 

PHARMACY 
WOOLPIT HEALTH 
CENTRE, HEATH 
ROAD, WOOLPIT 

01359 242394 

F&G Community Store & Post Office 01449 736042 

F&G FUEL GROUP pawilson4@btinternet.com 01449 736330 

FACEBOOK FELSHAM & GEDDING COMMUNITY 
FAGENDS PHILIP COCKELL 01449 736272 

FELSHAM CHARITY 
TRICIA WILSON 
pawilson4@btinternet.com 

01449 736330 

FELSHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
SIMON GARROD, CHAIR 01449 737728 
ISABELLE REECE 
felshamparishclerk@gmail.com 

GEDDING PARISH MEETING RICHARD VASS - rvass@burland.com 01449 736731 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
JO CHURCHILL 
10 HATTER STREET, BURY ST EDMUNDS 
IP33 1LZ 

01284 752311 

MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT 
COUNCILLOR 

NICKY WILLSHERE 
Nicky.willshere@midsuffolk.gov.uk 

COUNTY COUNCILLLOR PENNY OTTON 
penny.otton@sufolk.gov.uk 

01449 736482 

MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT 
COUNCIL NEEDHAM MARKET 0845 606 6170 

PLAYING FIELD PHILIP COCKELL, CHAIR 01449 736272 

SHELTERED HOUSING MID SUFFOLK DISTRICT COUNCIL 01473 826639 

POLICE SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM ONE 
stowmarket.snt@sufolk.pnn.police.uk 

101 
999 (emergency) 

TABLE TENNIS ADRIAN KING 01449 737495 

TREE WARDEN MARK TAVERNOR, mtavernor@btinternet.com 01449 737793 

VILLAGE HALL 
ANDREW CONQUEST, CHAIR 01449 737619 
VICTORIA DILLON, CARETAKER 07738 405520 
DAVID SIMPSON, BOOKINGS 07830 020287 

VILLAGE WEBSITES 
FELSHAM: felsham.onesufolk.net 
GEDDING: gedding.onesufolk.net 

WHIST DRIVE PAT CLARKE 01449 736202 

Village Directory 


